EVENTS & FESTIVALS

These Tamales don’t intend
to be the blue woman group

fLos Angeles Times

HEHN It comes

Lo humarT,

there is often &

gender divide,
How else can one explain Lhe
time-honored conundnem of why
men find Matulence and the
Three Stooges endlesaly funny
and most women endlassly
dont?

Comedian Kiki Melendez
belirves she may have the an-
swer; 1 think the way women
are, our feslings are on the table,”
she says. “I think men hold in 50
much, that's thelr way of re-
leasing what's inside. [Women]
release it verbally; men releass it
blologieally.”

Melendes knows a thing or
twno about comedy. In 20032, she
and  pre-"Desperate House-
wives™ Eva Longoria founded
Hot Tamales, a female stand-up
troupe. =1 was lterally told by
every elub pwner that it could
nat be done,” Melendez says.
“They sald there are not enough
[women | o camy a show.”

But Melendez and Longoria
(whio's now legally added bus-
pand Tony Parker's last name)
am having the last laugh.

Five years lnter, the collective
has grown to 150 feminle comedl-
ans from ojast Lo oast, repre-
senting all ethnicities. “1 used to
seout talent when we first start-

A FLURRY OF ART

Woulkd you like same snow with your sew-
dust? Mo than 150 artists will be offering
thelr works when the SBawdust Art Pestival's
Winter Fantasy opens this weekend with m
reil Meld of enow, holkdsy carolers, storytell-
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ed, and T was surprised Lo Mind so
many talented women out,
there,” Longoria says via e-mail
Beven of the Hot Tamales,
including Longoria and Melen-
dex, perform at HBO and AEG
Live's third annual Comedy
Festival in Las Vegns on Sat-
urday. Among those also appear-
ing at this week's event ane
Wanda Sylkes and Elen DeChe-
neres, who sit alongside Lucille
Ball, Carcl Burnett, Bandra

unofficial funmy lady hall of fame.
Although differences between
the sexes aome up in the Hot

ing. tive music, art classes, children's activ-
\ties, refreshments, holiduy Hghts and Sants.
New this year |5 the ArtistTree Omament
Fundraiser — original decorntions will be

HOT TAMALES LIVE

WHERE: Casnars Palace, 3570
Ll Vagrd Bl 5., Las Veges

WHER: 11:4% pom. Sl ms parl of
\Pe Comedly Festral

PRICL: 350

NPT (B77) B23-337R:
W Thacomedhylesteal com

Tamalés' routings, the shows ane
a men-bash-fres zone, Melandez
sayE, In part, because she Knows
It's bad for business to allenate
‘haif her potentinl audience. Plus,
she adds, “We love men.”
Through thelr sthnic diver-
sity the comedians come up with
universal themes. “An Astan

: doview MEREY The Comedy Fralieal

pombe eould talk about immi-
grating here and that's the same
experience n Dominiean would
have,” she says. “1 mean, they
could talk about belng discrimi-
nated against becauss they drive
siow. Me, st the same time, as a
Latinga can identify becauss we
gt diseriminated against for not
having car insurance, stereotypl-
cally.”

And although not exactly
Tamily-friendly, the Tamales also
don’t work blue: “They can’t b
crude. I wmnt the show Lo be &
ciass aet.”

= MELINDA NEWMAN
THEGUIDEHF LATIMER.COM

Kiki Melender, standing,
and, from Iafl, Kira
Soltonovich, Amy
Anderzon, Sandra Valls
and Gina Yoshere.

benefiting tha festival education fund. Tree-
lighting ceremany: 530 p.m. Saturdny.

10 a.m.-§ pom. Sat.-Sun., throagh Dec. 8, 825
Laguna Canyon Road, Laguna Beach. $3-§4.
sold at the information booth, with proceads (0B A04-3030; www.aawdusiartfestivalory 29
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